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FROM:	 Tom Johnson

Attached are the notes of the Cabinet meeting held in the
Cabinet Room Thursday, August 22. Those attending
the meeting were:

0

The President
The Vice President
Secretary Rusk
Secretary Clifford
Secretary Fowler

• Secretary Freeman
Secretary Wirtz
Postmaster General Watson

• Secretary Boyd
Attorney General Clark
Secretary Smith

• Secretary Weaver
i. Secretary Cohen
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attending the meeting were:

George Reedy
Mike Manatot
Ernest Goldstein
Jim tGaither
DeVier Piirs Ott

Larry Temple
Nat Davis
Ed Hamiltbn

Le onard Marks

..-To*Ijc,91-#18



Va.

W Tk" -",re iohnson

PRESIDENT: Czech situation.

I, We did not assume there would be no military intervention.

There was massing of troops on the borders.

Thompson said they would go to any length to push Czechs
back to pre-January site.

4: Tuesday lunch included item on Soviet Central Committee
meeting.

At 7:05 -- Dobrynin asked for meeting
Rostow told Rusk
Read Soviet message
Rusk sent message to Dnc meeting
Asked for NSC meeting
Rusk called in Dobrynin
Ball instructed to talk to other nations in UN.

esterday morning we formalized a statement.

We have no commitment to intervene militarily.

It would not be in Czech interests or ours.

The "Cold War" is not over.

relations with Soviets are in transition.

oulcl go anywhere at anytime to further interests of peace.

have thought at times we have made Progress.

e :,NPT,;„Outer,Space agreement and the Consular



oliaitS;341 Ant a paus e ,.would enable them to do somethingm4Vietnam.. We tried a 37-day pause in the bombing.

C. 4'reitare some plusses and some minuses.

,:have been disillusioned if not deceived.

SECRETARY RUSK: The political costs the Soviets would have to0.4rriLM ;pay iwas , one reason we thought they would not move.

minim:was made on Monday.
igiVtiuld be a world war.

the Security Council the matter was inscribed, 13 - 2. India,'hatan 	voted to put it on the agenda. Only twotfe'd 	 They were the Soviet Union and Hungary.

erec"wouldibe 80 - 90 votes on this issue in the General Assembly.

has created violent world reaction.

atm	 illernblir can speak. The President and the Foreign

tft '# eeen Czechoslovakia and Vietnam -- I see
?Tg•W911shiP•= •



Ca :PRESIDENT: f*as shocked to find Galbraith talking asoughAt;waszone and the same.

SIDENT: . I want the Cabinet to have all the information thatavailable to me.

.ewant to achieve peace.

S CIVETS:12:Y CLIFFORD: JCS maintain watch over the SovietUnion. .They followed the meetings of the Czechs with the Warsaw
'eleg

KgLritiies. They understand the dangers. They watched theriCUea'- ‘on the border. The Warsaw nations had rehearsed it.

%.74 71noy_cd An. Elements of 26 different divisions took part.etIcvehtintO radio silence.

Bob .rynints !masa-go was the first notice.

snobasis for resistance On the part of Czechs. We havetual)as siateRaCte-

understandini with West Germany.

Soviet Union may be h
*-ue,tbeutba'dk E 4 , elpful to us

1
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, ffi ' 	 a	 a :tattedt aptva third offensive. -A pattern will resembleb.c.ri..05	 .ov-at,th 6 '43.3.3",..3 '	 .=
e,ailait-effenii.ye.zatidOffensive in May. It will be 

close ineat].ty to thosektivotperiods.
tI,

pie.paied for a full Offensive.

45:a.temswhichc involve mutual de-escalation, we have.s. a.ii7C7C. ! 4.>-.tit A . -,ciiiii.s t..ezitlYeelk -; P ea:1, , .,.174.a
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SJIDEN'Tt 1;.xiiade my March 31 statement on my own -- aboutK•irra43.4;:i'eer, about bombing, and about political circum.•=ICJ :a! ' tiilitt not consult with the Cabinet.

s,pu Blotto. started.

s toppedibombing eight times.

thittabtion the Soviets have almost unanimously been-,.	
andwar coldco

., ,,, ......4.:...1.34,t Y....2A s. ,. . .  .	 . re01711 b a vtinettreetworla.- They have stored the

	

r= -13=3 -4.- = tv.24A7,-,4---rrr 	 .it tdenedeilublic:6/iinioilagainst the Soviet Union.
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c0/11Muniazna,espaps,273',;.7p.iith, 6-r"Iithate Of Europe have been critical of
•Ricres.....igincijlopice,,46: kos6- "a'. C, zetcho s lova. kia.

Only one Atsourtqs .„91, ti* . i '.$0-iet *on has supported the move.Th 	 per tam North — Vietnam.:,;:<,,,,,,:. ; .,.,.....:
, aoyhelyttgpticmtgalli/e1573/elp, stOpLried_; :aii radio pr 	 para• - !cia,tcr.o.rews,,acetr:OaVstaitra anTtliCogiii,,thii.'siCE.44:ihri'l .alunins- ''' '''1 Sk-

Atk, 41.-tc,ti, .. ,tggi„..2 	, .4	 r s-,r't sve,-0-, , 	0.:3•:-„,:4,-;::.±.Le,NaTa.v,34=k;Wistnia.thas,e Oiti4:,giliOe' onni, 3or No-tit:Lei ins have 
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dal' art . =.. it.'1/4,40rAtWell,v44 4.1-..r e.t.:-;.„-tb.4 .• r • tv;...- .... 	 i...	 .3. 'glen.

"tt::;r 1 tf,'-polaj p '4111Ettiiiiti ' 6 to  aittlgfiMPlitair'r

	

Barns '_.,..).„),..-_.„ 	  . I,. 	 4 11p*Ai1 trt4i y 7 4411 tts$, ' il '' ‘LI ''4'144'ft4'4Y .110k=atifitatt
itiilijiu; 13'

4s3-3°'	 11414	 1' 13==eftitt,t4717i,NAit -

3	 ==,

y-

'SP-stinfii;eci ileil to 20 percent of their trucks.
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